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Citi Point [City Point, Virginia, near Richmond] 
24 December 1876 

Dear Daughter Anne Pederine, 

I will hereby inform you that I am living well up to this date 
and arrived 3 days ago after a long and difficult journeyo Much 
stormy and rough weathero But thank God all lives and the ship 
are safe o It was the longest trip I ever had to America. 

Thank you for the letter you sent me o I can see that you are 
well where you areo I am pleased to hear that you are satisfied; 
not many people are o Often things are missing and many people 
complain without any reason, always thinking that other people 
are living better than theyo Every job has its problems, but it 
is a good thing to be satisfiedo 

I hear from your letters that all of you at home are well; thank 
God for thato Poor Lisa, she has got herself into a bad positiono 
God help her to bring up my small ones, so that she can defend it 
when we sooner or later shall meet in heaven. My dear daughter, 
When you have been brought into this world, pray to God that he 
vTill help and save you from all problems 0 It is so easy to get a 
taste of the pleasures of the world and if one does, one loses 
the pleasure in God. Always seek to have a clean conscience o 
Salome says: "Enjoy yourself, you young ones in your youth oo • 
o •••••• oooo[some biblical stuff I can't translate, but it is 
some good advice to a young girl]o 

I shall unload some of the cargo here at Citi Point and the 
remainder in Richmond o We will not start unloading for 3 days, 
since Christmas is just before uSo I don't know where I am 
going after this tripo Times are bad, not much freighto It is 
very cold here, just like a Norwegian winter, and I am afraid 
vTe might freeze ino It is now Christmas Eve, and I should have 
been happy to be at home with you, so I could have fun with my 
small childreno Although I do not miss anything, it is not the 
same as being home o I think you will re8~ize that some day when 
you are away from homeo No place on earth is like home o 

I'll wish you a happy and joyful New Year, and I pray God will 
be with you alwayso Live well, and all the best wishes from your 
dear fathero 

K. A. Thorstensen 

Don't forget to write to me when you get to know where I am 
going from here o It could possibly be Brazil o I had a 
letter from Theodor from Lisbon. He is well and sends his 
regards 0 When you write, let me know how much Lisa has 
drawn per month. It seems to be used up, all that I am earningo 

K. Ao Thorstensen 










