
Bark Thor 
Antwerp 
6 January 1881 

Dear Daughter Anne Pederine, 

I will hereby inform you that I am in good health to date o God be 
blessed for His kindness to me o We cannot thank God enough for 
good healtho I am looking forward to hear how everything is back 
home 0 It has been a long time since I've heard from Pederine o I 
do think you could write a few more letters to me o You are so 
many ivho can write, but I have to be satisfied with the letters 
I have got. 

We loaded up yesterday 1vi th railway rails and tomorrow, if God wills, 
I think we will finish and leave this placeo We have a long voyage 
in front of us and I hope God will be Ivi th us. I do not feel good 
about this voyage o It is a heavy cargo and I do not have much 
confidence in this shipo She is leaking already and I am concerned 
that she will leak a lot more when we get outo But the captain will 
not listen to the truth; he has his own views, right or wrong o Now 
I am used to ito I do not mind, but it was difficult to get used to . 
Nothing could be done according to his taste o In a way, he has 
changed somewhat for the better while we have been lying here, and I 
can thank Daniel Olsen from Boroya for that 0 He has been on board 
IIQueen Louise" and has told Captain Jensen how badly he is behavingo 
Daniel Olsen has been talking to him about the word of God and I 
think it has influenced him; at least, I am hoping for the besto 

I have had a very pleasant Christmas here in Antwerpo I have visited 
the reading room [probably in the seamenvs church] nearly every 
evening since we came into docko There I have had many good hours 
reading and . listening to the word of Godo There was a lottery in 
the church before Christmas and we had a Christmas tree and a 
Christmas party on Friday nighto We really had a good time o A 
colleague from another ship and I served tea, and some girls carried 
around sugar, milk and cake o I really enjoyed it and I think there 
were, altogether, 150 people there in the church o The church was 
decorated with flagso I helped to decorate the Christmas tree and 
vle worked well into the night. Three days later there was a lottery 
on some thi ngs given by a girl from N onvay 0 She had made some of t hem 
herself and had bought the others o I won a pair of good socks o Ther e 
should have been several other things sent from somebody else, but 
they didnVt get here in time o 

Dear Pederine, I will recommend you the hand of God, the same hand 
that has looked after me to this date. The good Father, who has 
taken me through sorrow and pleasure, I recommend the same God to 
all of YOUo Let him guide you and never let him go as long as you 
are in this world; then he will never let you go in the next world . 
Live with each other as brothers and sisters, with love and peace, 
and do not let sin inside the door. Think always of the all mighty 
God. 

Give my warmest regards to my old mother, to Hanna and Severine, 
Theodor and Marie, Karen and Antono At last, the warmest greetings 
to you from your father. 

Ko Ao Thorstensen 










