
Antwerp 
13 November 1880 

Dear Daughter Pederine, 

I have the pleasure of telling you that I have arrived safely here 
today, and that I am in good health, thank God o I have received 
your letter and i t is good to hear that you are well at homeo It 
is always so nice to hear from homeo 

vTe arrived here today after a long and troublesome journey, 48 
days from New York. The worst of it all was that we lost a man 
on the crossingo He fell overboard and we could not get back to 
him and pick him upo It was a Finn we had hired in New York and 
his grave was the seao It would be so good if we always could be 
prepared to leave this world, because death comes when you least 
expect ito This is not only the case at sea , but also ashore we 
see many wander when you least expect, and it is good to have a 
savior to turn to o I pray to God for the sake of Jesus Christo 

I can see from your letter that Severin is expected to Loven [name 
of some ship] and I am very worried to find out if he has safely 
arrived. It has been very stormy in the North Seao Loven is 
lying near Antwerp a little further out from here o I can possibly 
see them on the way out. 

I can see from your letter that the harvest has been bad. It does 
not help to weed and "rater when God does not give growth, then 
our efforts are i n vaino It is a pity you should not get anything 
for all the worko Bur God must have a meaning with it; we must be 
satisfied with what he thinks is right for US o 

I cannot say anything other than that things look darker for me 
than ever before. It is a pity that Peder Olsen shall be so hard 
on me o It will be nearly impossible~ pay so much debt of the 
earning I have now, as long as God does not give me anything better. 
But I hope that God will give me sufficient so I can make right to 
everybody. One shall also liveo I know what the house takes 
daily, but God has said he will look after us, so we ought to be 
satisfied o 

Believe me, I do not want to stay onboard here much longer; nothing 
seems to go right hereo I just have to manage. I do not think 
Captain Jensen will stay onboard much longer. He is not highly 
valued by the owners, so he might soon be in my positiono God will 
help uS o 

I must finish these lines with greetings to all at home, ' Mari e, Anton 
and Kareno At last, warmest greetings from your dear fathero 

Ko A. Thorstensen 

You must look after things as well as you can , and God be with you o 
Pray that He will give you all His blessings and not forget youo 
Write as soon as you can when you get this letter, just to tell me' 
this and that, pleaseo I have heard that we are going to Vera Cruz, 
Mexico 0 










