
Bark Thor 
Vera Cruz 
20/3/81 

Dear Daughter Anne Pederine, 

I vill hereby i nform you that ve have happily a.nd safely arrived 
here on the 17th, after a 69 day voyage from Antverpo The 
voyage vas quite pleasant, so everything has gone just fine for 
us so far. We have not started to ~mload yeto I think it vill 
take a long time to unload, at least 5-6 weeks o We do not knov 
,,,here ve are going next. There is no cargo to get here 0 It is, 
by the ,ray, a very dry place 0 

There are quite heavy vaves here o We are lying and ve have a 
tough job in front of us until ve get this cargo Qnloaded. There 
vrill be quite a fev drops of sveat before ve have finished. But 
it has to be doneo I have, tha..YJ.k God, been in good health all 
the time. I hope the same is the case vri th you back home 0 

Sometimes I feel it as such a tremendous burden that I am forced 
to leave you all there back home, and that you shall be left so 
much on your OVTno But I suppose it is God's vrill, and that is a 
comfort to meo So I hope he is doing all for our best. 

I have received a letter from you, vrritten January 3rd and sent 
here from Antvrerp. I have also received a letter from Pauline, 
my cousin in Nev York. They are all vell up there o Novr I am 
vraiting for another letter from you so I can hear hovr you areo I 
see from this letter that Severine should have a vredding, but I 
guess it is already over by novr 0 I hope you ,,,ere invl ted, and I 
should have liked to see you happily taking part in the vredding 
party 0 

I am quite disappointed in Lyder, who does not write home. I 
never thought he could leave his small children like that , and I 
do not know "That shall happen to Johanne if God does not find a way 
out of ito It looks very bado I hope I will run into him some­
place; but it is not so easy in this big ,iOrld .. There we are so 
small. 

I see from your letter that you had much snm" at Christmas 0 We 
have been walking bare footed for nearly two months 0 It has been 
pretty hot onboard , more or less like a nice summer day back home 
in Norvrayo There are many Norwegian ships here, even if it is a 
small placeo 

Have no more to vrrite about today and must finish with dear greet­
ings from your father 0 

Ko Ao Thorstensen 

I vrill vrri te again When I find out where vre are going. Li ve vell 
in the name of God and give my J_ove to little Karen and my old 
mother 0 








