
New York 
1 September 1880 

Dear Daughter Pederine, 

I will hereby let you know that I am in good health to date o We 
arrived here on the 26th of August, after a50 day's journey from 
Rotterdam o The weather was not too bad, and the trip was reasonable o 
I do not like it much onboard here, and I do not expect to stay long 
onboard "Thor"o There is not much to stay foro I got enough the 
first night I got onboard, and now I am even more sick of ito It 
has to go as well as it can. The captain is so scared of Thorvaldsen 
[the ship owner] that he can kill hi~selfo He is scared he can be 
sent ashore from the shipo We have sts,rted to unload and will 
probably be ready to leave here in 3 weeks 0 We shall go to Antwerpo 

I am pleased to hear that you got the hay in the barn, and that you 
all have done such a good job . I am sure you have been busyo Anton 
must have been clever, cubbing the hayo You do not write anything 
about the potatoes and the rest of the gardeno It would be good if 
we could get a good harvest in these times of shortage o 

I can send you all regards from Uncle Per and his family 0 They are 
all well, but Uncle has become a widower againo His wife died on 
April 4 on the way home from church, of a stroke o It would be good 
if ,ve could be prepared when the message arrives, since there are so 
many who die suddenly, and we do not know when the moment ivill arrive 0 

She died when she was on the way home from church, but think how it 
would be if we should die when being in the middle of the world ' s 
pleasures. How would the end be if we did not get time to turn to 
God . Yes, my children, it is time to be ready to get oil in the la~ps 
so we can be ready when the time comes o Thin~ how nice it would be if 
we all could be gathered with Jesus, never more to part. 

The family lives with the father, but he has lost a good wife o I 
visited there on S~mday and had ~uite a pleasant time. I think I 
will visit them again next Sunday, if God wills 0 It is probably the 
only pleasure I will geto Next week I will have so much to do that 
I would rather be home carrying stoneso 

I will write one more letter before I leave here, and you must not 
forget to write to Antwerp. 

It sounds a bit suspicious about Lyder, but I will not be accused of 
making up bad thoughts 0 The letter can possibly have disappeared, 
so I hope he is excused. Regards to my old mother; let me see that 
you are kind to hero Regards to Johanna, Hanna, Marie, Anton and 
Karen, and live well in the name of Jesus Christo 

If Thorvaldsen asks you how I like it here, tell him I wish I had 
never put my feet onboard. 

Many regards from your dear father. 

Ko A. Thorstensen 










